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Chapter 2, Lesson 1: Airpower in World War I  
Test Bank 

 
Multiple Choice 
 
1. Who was the first country to declare war on Serbia in World War I? 

a. Russia 
b. Austria-Hungary 
c. Germany 
d. United States 

 
2. What country could accept American pilots that did not want to wait for the United States to 

join the war?  
a. Italy 
b. Britain 
c. France 
d. Russia 
 

3. Who was the most famous pilot of the Lafayette Escadrille?  
a. Frank Luke 
b. Eugene Bullard 
c. Raoul Lufbery 
d. Edward Rickenbacker 

 
4. What important thing did Eddie Rickenbacker do for his men?  

a. Got them equipped with parachutes 
b. Got the planes equipped with seatbelts 
c. Got their planes equipped with machine guns 
d. Taught them how to repair their airplane engines 

 
5. How long was Frank Luke’s career as a combat pilot?  

a. 7 weeks 
b. 9 weeks 
c. 17 weeks 
d. 17 days 

 
6. Who was the only African American to serve as a pilot during World War I?  

a. Frank Luke 
b. Eugene Bullard 
c. Raoul Lufbery 
d. Edward Rickenbacker 

 
7. Who was the only aircraft manufacturer in the United States at the time of World War I?        

a. Boeing 
b. Curtiss Aircraft 
c. Wright Aircraft 
d. Lockheed Martin 
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8. Who was the first to attempt a long-range bombing raid?  
a. Germany 
b. Britain 
c. France 
d. Russia 
 

9. What was the major weakness of zeppelins?  
a. They were very slow moving 
b. They took a long time to get airborne  
c. They were very large so the target was easy to hit 
d. They were filled with hydrogen which was very flammable 

 
10. What was the name of the Germans twin-engine bomber? 

a. D-VII 
b. Spad VII 
c. Gotha IV 
d. Nieuport 28 

 
11. Who first bolted an automatic rifle to his plane so he could shoot straight through the 

propeller?  
a. Billy Mitchell 
b. Frank Luke 
c. Roland Garros 
d. Anthony Fokker 

 
12. Who built an interrupting gear for machine guns attached to the plane’s engine?                 

a. Billy Mitchell 
b. Frank Luke 
c. Roland Garros 
d. Anthony Fokker 
 

13. What was a goal of Allied pilots in the Battle of Saint Mihiel?  
a. Destroy German supply lines in France 
b. Destroy German airplanes in hangars 
c. Destroy German military camps 
d. Destroy German roadways 

 
14. How many days did the Battle of Saint Mihiel last?  

a. 2 
b. 4 
c. 6 
d. 10 

 
15. How many planes did America have at the start of the Great War?  

a. 20 
b. 64 
c. 122 
d. 240 
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16. What type of aircraft was in use from the start of World War I?  
a. Fighter 
b. Bomber 
c. Observation 
d. Transportation 

 
17. Three qualities a fighter aircraft needs?  

a. Lightweight, fast, and carry heavy payloads 
b. Lightweight, fast, and maneuverable 
c. Heavyweight, fast, and carry two pilots 
d. Lightweight, all metal, and maneuverable 
 

18. Which fighter was built by the British?  
a. Sopwith Camel 
b. Fokker D-VII 
c. Spad VII 
d. Nieuport 28 

 
19. Who built an all-metal, low-wing monoplane fighter?  

a. Billy Mitchell 
b. Hugo Junkers 
c. Roland Garros 
d. Anthony Fokker 

 
20. What speed did fighter aircraft obtain by 1918?  

a. 100 mph 
b. 120 mph 
c. 130 mph 
d. 150 mph 

 
21. What was the name of the bomber designed by the British?  

a. Spad VII 
b. Nieuport 28 
c. Sopwith Camel 
d. Super-Handley Page 
 

22. What did the US House of Representatives authorize on 18 July 1914?   
a. Creation of an independent Air Force  
b. Funding to build up the Aviation Service 
c. Airpower to secure the US-Mexico border 
d. Creation of an aviation branch of the Army’s Signal Corps 
 

23. How much money did Congress appropriate for airplanes in 1916 after the 1st Aero 
Squadron’s planes were not powerful enough to get over Arizona’s Casa Grande 
Mountains?  
a. $13.2 million 
b. $26.5 million 
c. $50 million 
d. $64 million 
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24. How much money did Congress appropriate for airplanes in 1917?  
a. $13.2 million 
b. $26.5 million 
c. $50 million 
d. $64 million 

 
25. Where did Mitchell suggest aerial bombardment be directed against?  

a. Enemy supply lines 
b. Enemy citizens 
c. Enemy cities 
d. Enemy roads 

 
 

Short Answer 
 
1. What were the two goals of Allied pilots in the Battle of Saint Mihiel?  

 
 
 
 

2. What was Brigadier General Billy Mitchell’s three-pronged theory to fight wars from the sky?                
 
 
 
 
 
 
True/False 
 
1. Edward Rickenbacker was the most famous pilot of the Lafayette Escadrille.   

a. True  
b. False 
 

2. If you control the air, you cannot be beaten; if you lose the air, you cannot win.                             
a. True 
b. False 
 

3. Planes didn’t come into their own until World War II.   
a. True 
b. False 
 

4. Observation aircraft were not used until the end of World War II.   
a. True 
b. False 
 

5. The US House of Representatives on 18 July 1914 authorized the Army’s Signal Corps to 
create an aviation branch.  
a. True 
b. False 
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Fill-in-the-Blank 
 
1. In April 1916 seven American pilots formed a fighting group that they called the 

____________ ______________.  
 

2. By 1917, after years of bloody fighting that cost both sides millions of casualties, the war in 
Europe was at a ____________.  
 

3. Once machine guns were mounted on planes, pilots could use them to __________ soldiers 
on the ground.  

 
4. The fighter came into its own with the birth of the ____________.  
 

List or Describe 
 
1. List the two pieces of advice that Raoul Lufbery used to give new combat pilots.                   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. List the three qualities needed by fighter aircraft.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Case Study 
 
1. Why did President Woodrow Wilson ask Congress to declare war on Germany?                  

a. Germany had attacked too many allies along the German border 
b. Germany asked Mexico to make war with the United States 
c. Germany attacked shipping on American soil 
d. Germany was becoming too powerful 
 

2. Imagine you are a pilot and the Great War has begun. America has yet to enter the war, but 
you want to join the war. What could you do to join the war?   
a. Volunteer to join the Italian military 
b. Join the Lafayette Escadrille 
c. Become a British citizen 
d. Join the Russian military 


